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water for a total of more than 100,000 acres of land and are located mainly in south
western Saskatchewan and southern Alberta. The highest degree of utilization 
of these projects is in the lower rainfall area but, owing mainly to higher rainfall 
since 1939, irrigation development has lagged in some cases. In some instances 
land control is a factor. 

Small water developments have been greatly expanded under P.F.R.A. and 
since 1935 nearly 33,000 projects have been completed in the three Prairie Provinces. 
These are mainly for stock-watering and household use. However, nearly 1100 
small or individual irrigation projects have been completed under the P.F.R.A. 
self-help program. These serve an estimated potential area of 35,000 acres. Heavier 
rainfall has lessened (he need for irrigation and the development of many of these 
projects has lagged. Moreover, many of the older individual irrigation systems 
have fallen into disuse. There are, nevertheless, some 1,500 authorized projects of 
this type in Alberta and Saskatchewan serving an estimated area of 48,000 acres. In 
Manitoba, where rainfall conditions are somewhat better than farther west, no large-
scale irrigation developments have yet taken place. P.F.R.A. water-development 
work in this Province has been largely confined to water-storage projects. 

The total area now under irrigation on the Canadian prairies, therefore, amounts 
to some 656,000 acres including large and small developments. The completion of 
the St. Mary-Milk Rivers Project will bring the area of irrigated land to more than 
1,000,000 acres. 

Table 43 shows the larger irrigation developments in Alberta. In addition, 
there are 630 private irrigation schemes, with a total irrigable area of 70,813 acres. 

43.—Irrigation Development in Alberta, as at Oct. 31,194$ 
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1 Par t of Canada Land and Irrigation Company. 
Project. 3 Not completed. 

2 Par t of Alberta Railway and Irrigation 


